
 

Classes Resume (Semester 2 )              9 Jan 

Parent-Teacher Meeting                        16 Jan 

Beginning of Prolife Month                     21 Jan 

Academic Expo(2nd Form)                    2 Feb 

 Catholic Secondary School                   

Week begins                                        26 Feb 

End of Prolife Month       27 Feb 

Important Dates to Remember:  

MCHS CELEBRATES BELIZEôS 30th BIRTHDAY 

September ðDecember 2011 Volume 3, Issue 1  
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WWW.MCHS.EDU.BZ  

Special points of interest:  

The Crusader is looking for sponsors. Place an 

ad or short announcement.  

Email: projectoffice@mchs.edu.bz for more 

information. 

This edition of The  

Crusader  is sponsored 

by BRC Printing Ltd.  

The Crusader: a Mount Carmel High School publication, designed and edited at the Project Office, MCHS.  

THE CRUSADER  

(Story  on page 2) 
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Striking red, old English font letters printed on the winning 

class banner, declared this yearôs independence theme 

ñHONORING OUR HISTORY, CELEBRATING OUR 

CULTURE, UNITING FOR PEACEò.   Fourteen colourful 

class banners representing MCHS paraded the main streets 

of Benque Viejo Del Carmen for the student rally Septem-

ber 16th, 2011. 

 As every year, crowds of excited Benqueños lined up the 

streets and motivated the students in the parade to be loud 

and cheerful, to express themselves freely, to be proud of 

being a Belizean.  Independence Day parades are signs of 

partriotism.    However, we must not forget that 

ñPatriotismò is more than flag-waving and fireworks and 

parades. It is how we respond to public issues. Patriotism is 

trying always to give more to the nation than what we re-

ceive. It is selfless serviceò(Ezra Taft Benson, The Red 

Carpet (Bookcraft, 1962).   Patriotism is a reflection of 

good citizenship, that is, doing our part for the common 

good.  It is serving our community.  Good citizenship starts 

at home.  We can ask ourselves: am I making my home a 

better place for my family?' Am I making my school a bet-

ter place for all?  Am I making my community a better 

place for all of us to live in?   

MCHS was very visible; having the red, white and blue 

flag held by Mr. Jonathan and the white and yellow papal 

flag by Rolfy.  Both men proudly held their flags and rode 

on horse back as proud MCHS Crusaders.  Caracolôs 

ósankerosô (stiltwalkers) gave the parade a unique flavor , 

an air of wonderland.   

The use of special make up and colourful costumes made 

all ñsankerosò seem outlandish.  The attractive mestizo 

costume worn by female student council members in the 

schoolôs float show cased one of the many cultures of this 

area. The student councilôs float decorated with the flag, 

balloons, plants and wild flowers was also unique to this 

yearôs parade.   

All these offered a special delight to the eyes of the ben-

queños.   The parade ended with a gathering at the basket-

ball court in which a class banner competition was held.  

The banners were all marvelous but the first place was 

taken by 4H.  Congratulations 4H and all other winners. 

We look forward for everyoneôs participation next year . 

MCHS CELEBRATES BELIZEôS 30th BIRTHDAY 

BEYOND CLASSROOM LEARNING, 

CLUBS AT MCHS  
by Mrs. Martita Coleman  

In order to foster Mount Carmel family spirit Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel High School encourages students to join 

clubs. Clubs are for those people that want to share common 

likings, ideas or interests and promote awareness among oth-

ers. Ms. Shelby Chavez is coordinating the Drama Club 

along with Ms. Brynne Olsen. She said that their objective is 

for seasonal presentations eg. Christmas,and Lent. Probably 

they will work on The passion for Good Friday. Ms. Shelby 

is also heading the Dance club. She intends to appoint two 

students as captains of the club. They have had one meeting 

with about twenty five students. Practice will be carried out 

two times a week. The dance styles will be the hip hop, jazz, 

Latin dances, African dances, ballet and modern lyrical. 

They will have school and short lunch break functions. They 

are planning for a night performance for second semester and 

for parents night. Depending on the ability of the students, 

they might even venture in per-

forming in other places through-

out  Belize. 

Mr. Jeremiah Lange is in charge 

of the Chess Club since last 

year. There are ten to fifteen 

students in this club. They hold 

weekly practice. The group par-

ticipates in tournaments when-

ever there is an opportunity offered by the Chess Federation. 

    (Contô on page 8) 

Students Practicing  

Mount Carmel High School is a catholic institution that aims 

in educating students in a clean environment.  The school 

ensures that students learn about God especially in celebrat-

ing the mass.  The mass expresses the catholic faith and fos-

ters spiritual values.  Beauty being part of the schoolôs 

motto is reflected in the proper use of the uniform in an or-

derly environment.  Goodness is shown through discipline 

enforced by the teachers with exemplary character.  This 

encourages students to keep the compound clean with its 

attractive green colour, promoting a healthy Mount Carmel 

family.  Mount Carmel High School best serves its students 

with the truth  that ultimately keeps the family united.   

A STUDENT PERSPECTIVE OF MCHS by  
1S Class  
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MCHS students, staff, and funding agencies hailed with 

great joy the completion of two MCHS projects. 

Dr. Thomas Schafer, German Ambassador inaugurated the 

Schoolôs Residential Wiring Model 

House Construction on September 

19th, 2011.  The Residential Wiring 

Model House Construction started 

in November 2010 and was com-

pleted at the end of January 2011.   

Students have been enjoying the use 

of this building since February of 

this school year.   All this was made 

possible with the kind donation of the German Embassy of 

20, 000 Euros which is equivalent to about 55,000 Belize 

dollars . 

Mr. Hughes Rousseu, High Commissioner of Canada to 

Belize inaugurated the exten-

sion of the library a week later, 

on September 26th, 2011.  The 

library increased its space by 

312 square feet.  This was made 

possible with the kind donation 

of 16,807 Canadian dollars 

which is equivalent to approxi-

mately $32,000 Belize dollars.  

The extension commenced on 

December 20th, 2010 and ended 

on January 31st, 2011.  Since then students have been en-

joying the added space for reading, internet research and 

sometimes as classroom space.   

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held for both occasions to 

show how grateful MCHS is for receiving these donations.   

Students, teachers and administration assembled at the 

basketball court and eagerly waited for the arrival of the 

visitors.  Upon their arrival presentations were given by 

the students.  Some of the items included in the ceremony 

were cultural items by two music groups.  The first presen-

tation was made by flute students.  The second presenta-

tion was given by the marimba students along with Mr. 

Rufino Moralez. 

Some student council 

members also addressed 

the visitors and presented 

them with a gift.  Finally, 

upon the cutting of the 

ribbon, everyone hailed 

with joy at the completion 

of these two projects.  

Kudos, to the Student 

Council members who 

took the initiative to lead 

the ceremonies and to the rest of the student body for par-

ticipating.  MCHS is proud of you all.  

STUDENT COUNCIL 2011 -2012  
by Mrs. Avelin Barillas   

This yearôs Student Council is a group of dynamic, moti-

vated student leaders who promise a year full of fun and 

educational extra-curricular activities! 14 class presidents 

and the Executive Committee were elected early in Sep-

tember. Students voted for the new Executive Council 

which is responsible for planning, organizing and execut-

ing dif-

f e r e n t 

activities 

to uplift 

o u r 

s c h o o l 

spirit. 

Eduardo 

Gongora 

of 3H, Debora Xis of 4M, Silvia Castellanos of 3H and 

Kryzthell Sandoval of 3C were elected as president, vice-

president, treasurer and secretary, respectively.  When 

asked on a retreat why they accepted to become a part of 

the Student Council Executive, all four agreed on that they 

want to have a great year - not only filled with academics; 

but also do ófunô stuff that will bring MCHS students 

closer and provide one more reason for having students 

wanting to come to school!  
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The Student Council appreciates all the classes who 
participated on Spirit Week held on September. We 
congratulate the 3 fourth form classes for winning 
1st, 2nd and 3rd place. 1st �² 4H, 2nd - 4C and 3rd �²
4M Great job!  


